January 17, 1958 


BUSINESS ‘wom STATISTICS 


A WEEKLY SUPPLEMENT TO THE SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS 


Available only with subscription to the SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS, at $4.00 annually, this Supplement provides selected 
weekly and monthly data subsequent to those published in the latest monthly SURVEY 
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Commodity prices, wholesale: 
ALL ComMODITIOS. .ccccccccesccccesccccesccscess | 941~492100,, 
FOPM PPODUCTS, seccccccccccceccccccceccecccoseccccesdOeces 
FOODS, PFOCESSOd, cecccccccccccccceccccccccccscesesedOeece 
ALL OPNEF cc cccccccccccccceccccerccccscecessccsccessdOsces 
22 Commaditios Z/ecccccecccccccsccoccccccccccccoscceeOOvece 
Department Store SONOS. cesccccccecceccerecsecccesseeessdOeens 
Insured unemployment, TOTBl.ccesccceccceccceecsscecceetNOUSs.. 

STATO PFOGTEMS .cccccccccvccecccccccccceccccceeccoeceeWeece 
Finance: 

Currency in circulation 3B/eescccesescesceceseemil, Of dol.. 

Federal Reserve benk credit outstanding, total 3/....dOseee 

Member bank reserve balances 3/...ccecseccseveceesersdQsees 
Excess reserves, estimated 3/...rcccccccseeseccccesWeses 

Federal Reserve reporting member banks in leading cities:4/ 
Demand deposits, adjusted...ceccscescecceceemil, Of dol. 
Time deposits, except U. S, Government...scceseeecedQvees 
Loans and investments (adjusted), Total...ceccceceeIeees 

U. S. Government ob igatlons...cccccccccccssccseedQvees 
Commercial, industriel, end agr. loans (gross)...dO.eee 
Reai-estate loans (GrOSS).ccccccccccccsccessesseedOesee 


Failures, industrial and commercial...seccecescceeeenumber., 
Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/......percent., 
Stock prices, 500 stocks (Stand. & Poor's) 4/,.,1941-43=10,, 
Industrials, 425 STockS..ssccccseccececcseessesseesDseee 
Production: 
Bituminous CoB! 3/sececccecsescescesethous, Of short tons.. 
Electric power, by utilities. ..cescccesseeeMil, Of kw.-hr,, 
Passenger cors and trucks (Ward's). .cesccceseccesssnumber,, 
Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/.....se+.thous, of bbi,. 
Stee! B/sscccccccccccccosesseccsecsestnous, Of short tons,. 
Percent Of CAPACITY. cosccccccccccccoscsccecesessesecsoese 
Freight carloadings, total..sssscccccceescceetnous, Of cars,, 
Miscel lAN@OUS. cocccccccccccccvceccccccccccescesecces eWOsece 
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*#92.5 
93 
1,633 
1,702 


31,829 
27,524 
19,856 

746 


57,629 
22,088 
87,634 
26,774 
31,137 

8,839 


222 
4.06 
46,20 
49.48 


1,054 
11,671 
102,217 
7,417 


2,490 
#97,3 
561 
299 


#1163 
*68.9 
#103,1 
#124,7 
92,0 
107 
1,638 
1,706 


31,479 
26,809 
19,701 

730 


57,760 
22,204 
86, 196 
26,272 
30,753 
8,832 


256 
4.06 
46.19 
49.31 


1,708 
12,327 
167,451 
7,396 


2,519 
#984 
681 
™49 


93.9 
107.5 
125.8 
84.7 
148 
2,449 
2,325 


32,089 
26,687 
19,666 

714 


56, 169 
24, 140 
88, 487 
26,087 
32,288 
8,772 


166 
4,26 
39.52 
42.36 


1,138 
11,218 
92,342 

6,940 


1,366 
#53.4 
410 


116.4 
93.1 
108.0 
125.8 
64,5 
95 


31,959 
26,625 
19,707 

7x0 


56,934 
24, 306 
89,015 
26,422 
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118.5 
93.6 
108.1 
125.8 
84.8 
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31,553 
26, 100 
19,658 

743 
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324 
4.17 
40.99 
43.95 


139,315 


1,515 
56.1 
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4/ Wednesday dete, 5/ Week beginning Jonuary 5, 
# Not comperapie with 1958 retes, 





3/ Daily average, 


2/ Tuesday prices, 
** Wednesday price, 


1/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks, 
* Monthly index for December 1956, 


1958: Production, 1,538 thous, short tons, 
which are based on higher capacity. 


MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS 








1956 





ITEM 


December 





COMMODITY PRICES 


Retail price: 
All commodities (U.S.Dept.of Commerce index), 19355-39=100., 


CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE 


New permanent nonfarm dwelling units started: 
Unad justed: 

Total, privately and publicly owned,....+.e«..thousands.. 
Privately owned, Total, .ceccscccccccecesccssssssWsees 
IM metropOll TON OFeAS..cccccccescscccessesesseWseee 
PUBLIClY OWNED, cccccccccsecsccesececcsessssseeedeens 

Seasonally adjusted set annual rate: 
Privately owned, Toth. csccccccrccvenecccesesesesedsens 


DOMESTIC TRADE 


All retail stores: |/ 
Estimated saies (unadjusted), Total.e.secceeemil, of dol.. 
Durable-goods stores: 
AuTomoth ve GrOUPecccsccscecccececccssescesessecedOsese 
Furniture and appliance Group..ccsccsccccscesepsdOseee 
Nondurabie-goods stores: 
APPOFE! GrOUPsccccccccccecscssccesccesssscesessedOeeee 


Eating and drinking placeS..cccccocsecccceseseeedOsess 
FOOd GrOUPsccccccccccceccccccreesesesecsesssesesWOeses 


General-merchandise Group.ccccccseececceee es 
Estimated sales (seasonally adjusted), Totel...eeeeeIOsece 
Durab le-goods STOPS. sescccccccccssccccsesseeseseedOeees 
Nondurab le-goodsS STOPOS..ccccccccccccccscesseeeeeeWeeses 
Estimated inventories: 

Unad justod, Total. .ccscccccccsccssccsscscsesseeeeedOeees 
Durable-goods STOreSssecsscecesecccscsseccersesedQsees 
Nondurab le~goods STOFOS..sescecccccesesscsssesesWOsene 

Adjusted, TotAlsccocccccccescccccecccssseseseseseWrees 
Durabd le-qoodsS STOFOS..ssccecscsccsecsccecesesesedOscee 
Nondur ab le-goods STOOS.sccccecccccsseseccesseesdsees 





c/ Revised. 
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1/ Date for December 1957 are advance estimates, 


16,493 


2,907 
1,003 


1,095 

470 
1, 156 
3,877 
1, 184 
2,030 
16,212 
5,664 
10,547 


24,750 
10,450 
14,300 
23,490 
10,420 
13,070 


19, 380 


3, 122 
1,194 


1,694 

632 
1,201 
4,052 
1, 182 
3,033 
16,340 
5,814 
10,526 


22,400 
9,940 
12,460 
23,860 
10,700 
13, 160 








rt,012,0 


16,373 


3,078 
853 


1,010 
515 
1,291 
3,937 
1,262 
1,696 
16,919 
5,722 
11,197 


24,270 
10,690 
13,580 
24,360 
11,120 
13,240 





ri0,950 
r13,270 





ri7,i26 


r2,977 
962 


ri,t3s 

r532 
ri,205 
r4,255 
rl,262 
r2,008 
r 16,556 
75,606 
ri0,950 


25,260 
11,040 
14,220 
24,290 
11,200 
13,090 





19,661 


2,974 
1, 157 


1,722 
703 
1,216 
4,146 
1,280 
3,071 
16,677 
5,486 
11,198 
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 








ITEM 








DOMESTIC TRADE - Continued 


Retal! firms with I! or more stores, estimated sales: 
UNSd JUSTO, . ccccecccccccccccoccccccscccccscccemll, of dol.. 
AG JjUSTOD., .ccccccccccccccccccccccocccccoccoccesesoseeeIOsees 
Wholesale trade: 

Seles, estimated (unadjusted), total..cccccesedil. of dol.. 
Dur ab le-goods estad lISHMONTS. ccccccccccccecseccesseDeees 
Nondur ab le-goods estab ISHMONTS..ccccccscccccesesseIOvees 

Inventories, estimated (unadjusted), Total. .sccceseeeDOeses 
Dur ab le-goods OSTA IISHMONTS. .cccccccecccecesesesesdOsees 
Nondur ab le-goods estab lI SHMONTS, .eccccccccccececeesIOrens 


EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES 
Civilian labor force,tots! (Bureau of Census) |/ .thousands.. 


Employed. cecccccccccccccccccccccoccceccocscescoseesesGOsees 
Agricultural OM LOYMONT . csecececccercecccecesseesserees 
Nonegr iculturel OM LOYMONT,, cccccecescecessccecsseesWseee 

Unemp lOyed. coccccccccccccccccccccecccccescescesceseseOOscce 

Employees in nonagriculitural establishments: 

Total, unadjusted (U, S. Department of Labor).....4.+dO.e-s 
Manufacturing. ccccccccccccccccoccccccccsscesceesseeIOseee 
MINI Ng. ccccccccccccoccccescescoccccccocoscosoesseesWOsees 
Contract CONSTTUCTION. cecccccccccsscccsssscceeseseedOeees 
Trensportation and public ut lities..ccccsccsesceesIOvees 
Wholesale and retell trade.scccccesccccccsecsssceseIrees 
Finance, insurance, and real eState...cccccccesseesIOsees 
Service ond misce! 1AM@OUS.,..ecccceccccseceseeseesesDeees 
GOVErNMENT, cccccccescvevscccsccccsccsesceseseceeseeIOeees 

Production workers in manufacturing industries: 

TOtBlecccccccrveseescccscccccccsesccescccsseccsssseseOOeees 

Duradle-goods IndustrleS.ccccccccccsccscccesescesseIOsees 
Ordnance ONG BCCOSSOPTOS. ccccccccsceccccecsseceesWreee 
Lumber and wood products (except furniture). ..+.ed0..-- 
Furniture and fixtures. ccccccccocccccsosccsesceesIOsees 
Stone, clay, and glass productS,....sccocseccecsesdCeess 
Primary metal Industrles..ccccccccccccsesesccceseWOrees 
Fabricated metal products, .ccescccccccenscececssedOseee 
Machinery (except PlOCTICAl) cecccccccsecccesseseWsees 
Electrical MOCHINETY. .cccccccccceseccccssescsseceWOsees 
Transportation OQUIDMONT. .cccccccccecccseceseceseIOseee 
instruments afid related productS...cccecsccecccesWsece 


Nondurab le-goods Industrles..csccccccccccesccccceesDOsees 
Food ond kindred PPODUCTS ce sccccccsccceseseseceseIOsees 
TObOCCO MONUFOCTUFES sessseccrcseccsceresseeseesesDOrene 
Texti le-mi lt PFODUCTS . ccccccccccscceccccesesescesDOeene 
Apparel! and other finished textile products......d0.... 
Paper and sitied PPODUCTS.. ccccccccecsccscesseceesdOnees 
Printing, publishing, and aliled products......+ed0...- 
Chemicals and allied PRODUCTS. cecceveccccccceesesIOuees 
Products of petroleum BNA COB]. cecesecssccceseeeedOsess 
Rubber products. ccccccccccccccccccccsccesesccoseeWOeees 
Leather and leether PPODGUCTS . ocecccecccscccccsesedOnees 

Manufacturing production-worker indexes: 
Emp loyment: Undd juSTOd, .ccccccccccccccsescess 1947-49n100,, 
Ad JUSTOD. coccccccccccccccccecccccccccooesWecce 
Payrolis, UNA USTED. cecccccccccccccrccescesccesseesedOsees 
Hours and earnings: 

Average weekiy hours per worker, o!! manufacturing..hours.. 
Dur ab |e-goods INGUSTFIOS. cccccccccccccccceeseceesesWOseee 
Nondur ab le-goods Jadustr leScoccccccccocococesccovceGocce 

Average weekly earnings, al! manufacturing........dollars.. 
Dur ab le-goods INDUSTIOS. ccccccccccscceccsesccessssDOsess 
Nondur ab le-goods INdUSTTIOS. cecccccccesccsccseceeseIOseee 

Average hourly earnings, al! manufacturing. ....ccceesIOsess 
Dur ab le-goods InduSTr OS. ccccccccccsccccccceceseessDOnees 

Ordnance and SccessOrleS..cecccccccscccesccseceseIOcees 
Lumber and wood products (except furniture)......d0.... 
Furniture and FicPuredscccccccccoccoccoccccssososGecce 
Stone, cley, and glass PPODUCTS.. ccceccceseceseeeeIOeees 
Primary metal Industr leS..ccccccccccccecccsceeseedeees 
Fabricated metal PPODUCTS , ccccccccsscesesessecesedOsees 
Machinery (excest Plectr icOl).cccccccccccccceceesWesne 
Electrical MOCHINETY. coccccccccccccccccccccccooceDOccce 
Trensportetion equi 
Instruments and related pr 


Nondurable-goods IndustrieS...sccoccccccscccscccesssIOrees 
Food and kindred products... 
Tobacco manufactures, .ccccccsccccccccscccccesecssGOsees 
Textiie-mill PFODUCTS. oo-coccsccsccecesccceseseeeWeces 
Appere! and other finisned textile products......d0.... 
Paper and Billed Products. csoscccccccccccccseccesDOeees 
Printing, publishing, and allied industries......d0.... 
Chemicals and allied productsS.....scccceccceseeeeDQeees 
Products of petroleum and COBl cocccccccvevcccecedccce 
Rubber PPODUCTS,. coccccceccccccccccccoccoecceceoesWecce 
Leather and leather PPODGUCTS. .ceccccccccscccceeseIOeess 


CooccccccccccscocceseseeedOseee 


SeccccccccccccceseWeece 


eocccccccccccesceeWesee 
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68,061 
64,873 
5,817 
59,057 
3, 188 


52,807 
r 16,581 
r829 
r3,059 
r4,i23 
rit,645 
r2, 356 
r6,515 
r7,499 


rt2,719 
r7,318 
68 
r598 
312 
r448 
r1,028 
ré6ss 


ri,t44 
855 
rl, 364 
r223 


r5,401 
rt,074 
r86 
reo 
c1,072 
£468 
566 
r529 
riv2 
r209 
333 


r 102.8 
r 102.0 
ri6i,t 


r3s.5 
r3s.7 
38.7 
r62.92 
r68.95 
74.300 
r2.ti 
2.24 
2.8 
rl.65 
1.75 
2,10 
2.55 
r2.25 
2.54 
r2.10 
2.50 
r2.14 


1,92 
ri,% 
1,54 
1,51 
rt.50 
r2,08 
2.53 
r2.26 
°2.73 
r2,.335 
1,57 
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67,770 
64,396 
5,385 
59,012 
3,374 


p52, 992 
pi6,335 

p820 
p2,835 
p4, 100 
pi2,324 
p2, 353 
p6, 480 
p7,749 


p'2,482 
p7, 160 
p68 


p575 
p307 
p438 
p!,004 
p874 
pi,!23 
p625 
p',362 
p2t7 


p5, 322 


p2.15 


pl.92 
p!.97 
p!.57 
p!.50 
p!.50 
p2.08 
p2.55 
p2.27 
p2.73 
p2.32 
pi.56 


c/ Revised, p/ Pretiminery, J/ Estimates beginning January 1957 reflect certain changes made in the definitions for employment end un- 
67,792; 64,652; 


employment, etc, Figures for December 1957, comparable with deta through December 1956, In order as above (thous,): 


5,391; 59,262; 3,140, 
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 








1956 





December 





FINANCE 


Security markets (Standard and Poor's Corporation): 
Bonds: 
Prices: 
industriel, utitity, and reiiroad (Al+ issues); 
Composite (21 bonds)...secececeesd0!l. per $100 bond,. 
Domestic municipal (15 bonds)... ccccccccccccceeesDOcece 
Yields, domestic municipal (15 DONDS) seeeceeeeespercentes 
Stocks: 
Dividend yields, preterred stocks (14 high-grade). .do.... 
Prices: 
Combined index (500 sTtockS)...ccccesecscees (id delO,, 
industrial (425 STROCKS) ccccccccccccccccccosccesOOccce 
Capital goods (129 STOCKS) occccccccccccccccceGOcece 
Consumers’ goods (196 STOCKS). ..cecccccceceeeDQeees 
Public utility (50 stocks)... .ccccceccesecseseedQcces 
Raliroad (25 STOCKS) cececccccccecccccsescecesseDQeees 


LUMBER AND MANUFACTURES 


Lumber (Nations! Lumber Manufecturers Associetion): 
Production, PEPOl cccoecccccccccceccococcceMll, of bd, ft.. 
SottuaeERcconccesenseceocecccccococosecooccesooceosS@ecce 
Shipments, TOTO!..ccccecccsscecseccecssccsssseseeseesWseee 
GetSMERERs co ccoscococcococoooccoooocccoccescocosceeO@oece 
Stocks (gross), mill, end of month, Totel...ccccscceeDOsees 
SOFTWOOdS.. cccvcccscccceccccescesescsesscessessccesedOeses 


METALS AND MANUFACTURES 


Stee! products, net shipments: 

Total (all grades). ccsccseesececeeeestnous, Of short tons,. 
Semi finished PFODUCTS sc ccccccccccccceseccesecsseeeesWsees 
Structural shapes (heevy), stee! pl ling. .ccccccceeeDQsees 
PlePeSecccccccccccccscccccoccoccoccccceceoecs eeeee eeee 
ROlis Gnd SCCOSSOTNOS. .cccccecccccccccccesceccceeesWOeeee 
Bers and tool steel, BHO ccocccoceccccecccesoceoosG@oces 

Bers: Hot rolled (incl, light SHOPOS) . cccceseeeeIOscee 
ROI nfOrCiINg. ccccccccccccccedecccsesceceseedOcece 
Cold Shatehed. cococcccccococcccoocccceososOBooce 


seeeeeeeee 


RESERSES 


Pipe Bnd TUDIAG. ccccccssccesecccccsccescsseseceseeedOsees 860 
250 


Wire and wire Products. onseccscvcccsvcccesccsceeesWeees 
Tin mill products Cinch, block Plate)sssesccseveereDQvees 417 
Sheets ond strip (inci, electrical), Totel.scseceeeDOsces erececoces 
Sheets: HOt TOlled.creccccesccccecccesenccseceeeWseee 579 65 eecceccece 
COND TOL lOd. eccccecccceeserescecsceeeseWeees 979 


TRANSPORTATION EQUIPMENT 


Motor vehicles, fectory sales, Ttotel...ccsseccccecees UMbOr,, 
Coaches, BPO cocccocccoscoocoeccoocccooeccooosoecooeO@oces 228 243 
Domestic. cocccccccccccccccccccccccccccecccccesocecoWeees 187 
Passenger COrs, TOTOl.cccscccccesercsccevecssescceeeeWeees 318,279 
Damastic.n coccccccccccccececcocecoccceccocccoccooceeGBooce 315,008 
Trucks, eee PT TTTTTTTTTiT TT TTT? ttn 62,087 
51,016 


Domestic. ccccccccccccccccccccccsccccccceccccccoscceWOeeee 


Ne x 


380,609 eeeeeeeeee 
eereeeeeee 
eeeeeroree 
eeececsses 
eeeeeceecce 
eeeeereecee 
eeeceeeeee 
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